The long term effect of an iris-supported lens on the endothelium.
A retrospective study of 104 eyes that had iris-supported Sputnik intraocular lenses implanted and no surgery in the fellow eye and a separate series of 30 implanted eyes whose second eyes underwent surgery but did not receive implants disclosed that endothelial cell densities in the eyes with implants decreased immediately after surgery and then continued to decrease at the same rate as those of the control eyes. There was no sudden decrease in the endothelial cell counts during follow-up periods ranging from three to seven years. The main cause of large cell losses immediately after surgery, and possibly long-term corneal decompensation, was surgical manipulation rather than the presence of this style of intraocular lens.